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A Note From the Director

As a performer, this game always seemed very straightforward to me, 
having been in it for the better part of a decade. As a director, things 
were… shall we say, different. Turning my hand to directing was always 
something I had an ambition to do and, needless to say, I was over the 
moon when I was given this opportunity.

 As for the show itself, I remember first seeing Little Shop back in 2010 
and its comedy characters, rock n’roll soundtrack and of course, that 
big green plant were enough to send me head over heels. Tonight, we 
present, for your viewing pleasure, the product of six month’s of blood, 
sweat and setting calls.  The stage is set, the lights are dimmed and the 
players are ready. 

All that’s left to say is… enjoy.

Henri de Lausun
Director
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The Cast

Luke Barratt-Bentley
Brooke Littlejohn

Timi Ariyo
Richard Wells
Angus Easener

Emmanuella Ibrahim
Kirsty Hickey

Tami Sotire
Ross McIntyre

Paul Edwards
Frank Withers

Sydney Lee
Alex Dawe

Kiran Darmasseelane

Seymour
Audrey
Audrey II (voice)
Mr Mushnik
Dr Scrivello
Ronette
Crystal
Chiffon
Bernstein / Mrs Luce / Skip Snip
Customer

Hobos

Puppeteers

Luke Barratt-Bentley – Seymour
Luke joined the sixth form in 2012 having 

studied his GCSEs at Sweyne Park School. At 
Sweyne Luke took part in productions including 
Shakespeare’s ‘Taming of the shrew’ held at the 
Palace theatre. Since joining the sixth form Luke 
has appeared in a production of ‘Nevermore’ and 
as Syme in ‘1984’. Luke has also done numerous 
pantomimes with Merlin productions in Eastwood 
theatre. Luke has never done a musical before 
due to his inability to dance, but is thrilled to be 
involved in this one thanks to its fun and light 
hearted nature.

Brooke Littlejohn – Audrey
This production of Little Shop of Horrors will 

be Brooke’s first ever musical performance. After 
many years of performing as a dancer, Brooke 
finally decided to explore musical theatre. 
Brooke has previously danced at Mr Allan-Smith’s 
poetry evening, which inspired her to get more 
involved with the productions at WHSB. Brooke 
has enjoyed her experience playing the part of 

Audrey and hopes that she does it justice.

Timi Ariyo – Audrey II (voice)
 Timi is familiar with the Westcliff stage and has 

been a part of plays such as Love on the Dole, The 
History Boys and more recently Ninteen Eighty-
Four. In this production, Timi voices and sings as 
Audrey II (the blood hungry plant) and also 
briefly appears as a Wino. Timi will also make an 
appearance in an upcoming production of Dad’s 
Army as Walker. Timi has enjoyed the rehearsals 
and run up to the show and is confident that the 
production will be entertaining for all involved.



Ronnette, Crystal and Chiffon open the show onto a downtown 
slum named Skidrow and the Florists located there. Mr Mushnik, the 
shop’s owner, is distressing over the shop’s financial failure and equally 
distressed over the physical treatment of his employee Audrey by her 
sadistic boyfriend. 
Seymour Krelborn, a naive employee at the flower shop, is besotted with 

Audrey. When the shop is faced with bankruptcy and closure, Seymour 
brings forth the answer to their problems; a flytrap-esque plant he calls 
Audrey II. Despite doubts, the plant attracts customers to the shop. 
However it begins to wilt and Mushnik panics, entrusting Seymour with 
its care. That night Seymour discovers that Audrey II has a very particular 
appetite; blood. After a few drops the plant grows and in the coming 
days attracts more and more attention and also Audrey’s affections. 
Audrey’s boyfriend, Orin Scrivello, arrives at the shop ready to pick 

up Audrey for a date.  After being confronted by the girls, Orin reveals 
how he chose his career as a dentist after he discovered his fetish for 
human pain. He advises Seymour to take Audrey II and leave Skidrow to 
make real money. Mr Mushnik, having overheard this, chooses to adopt 
Seymour to prevent him from leaving. By now the plant has grown to 
a large size and, after Seymour fails to feed it more blood, it begins to 
talk. The plant convinces Seymour to kill Orin and feed him to Audrey II. 
Seymour goes to the dentist’s surgery ready to kill Orin but backs out at 
the last minute only for Orin to asphyxiate himself on laughing gas. As 
Act 1 closes we see Orin’s remains being poured into Audrey II.
In the days immediately following Orin’s ‘mysterious disappearance’ 

the florists has become even more popular with the growth of its main 
attraction, Audrey II. 
After seeing Seymour wearing a leather jacket similar to Orin’s, Audrey 

begins to cry. She reveals how she secretly hated Orin and Seymour 
attempts to comfort her. Mr Mushnik sees the two employees and 
suspects Seymour of killing Orin so that he may pursue Audrey’s 
affections. To cover his tracks, Seymour tricks Mushnik into walking into 
the plant where he is eaten. 
The shop continues to attract attention and 

Seymour becomes increasingly 
sought after. However, the 
plant becomes impatient and, 
after Audrey comes into the 
shop late that night, the plant 
reveals itself to her and fatally 
wounds her. After confessing his 
crimes, Seymour feeds Audrey to 
the plant on her request.
Days after, Seymour discovered 

the plant’s true intention was to 
multiply until it achieved world 
domination. His attempt to 
stop Audrey II ends in the same 
way as that of his victims, with the 
plants huge mouth devouring him 
whole, leaving Audrey II to achieve its 
conquest.

Synopsis
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Kirsty Hickey – Crystal
This is Kirsty’s debut production at WHSB, 

however, she is no stranger to the stage. She has 
performed with local amateur groups in the area 
and is a member of Leigh Operatic and Dramatic 
Society. Kirsty appeared in the original cast of 
smash hit musical Billy Elliot in the West End as 
Alison Summers, a year later returning to play 
Angela Robson. She was then cast as Bielke in 
Fiddler on the Roof at London’s Savoy Theatre. 
Kirsty is a World Champion in Tap and is the voice 
of Annie on the Disney Channel programme  Little 
Einsteins. Kirsty is looking forward to taking the 
stage with the Little Shop cast.

Angus Easener – Dr Scrivello
Angus Easener, Year 12, is familiar to the stage, 

taking part in numerous productions both 
in and out of school, including an abridged 
version of Wicked, and Sweeney Todd. Angus is 
a keen musician, using a variety of instruments 
and recently achieved a Merit in his grade 6 
singing exam. He is studying Computing, English 
Literature, German and Psychology at A-level, 
but hopes to pursue further studies and a career 
in acting.

Emmanuella Ibrahim – Ronette
Emmanuella, Year 10, is an enthusiastic young 

performer attending Westcliff High School 
for Girls. She has previously been involved in a 
range of musicals and plays including We Will 
Rock You, Hairspray, Chicago and many others. 
Emmanuella also takes pride in her strong 
musical background and is currently working 
towards her Grade 5 ABRSM Singing, Violin and 
Theory exam. Emmanuella has enjoyed the 
opportunity to perform with the Boys’ school, 
making many new friends, and hopes you enjoy 
the show as much as she enjoyed working on it.

Richard Wells – Mr Mushnik
Richard, across his years at Westcliff, has been 

commonplace on and around the Westcliff 
stage, with numerous credits to his name, 
such as The History Boys, Macbeth and, most 
recently, 1984. Following previous off stage 
roles he will have a second chance to direct a 
production at school with Dad’s Army, which 
can be seen on the Westcliff stage next term. 
This being Richard’s last opportunity to act on 
the Westcliff stage, he hopes to stretch his own 
abilities with his first major school musical role.

Tami Sotire – Chiffon
Little Shop of Horrors is Tami Sotire’s first 

Westcliff production. However, she is no stranger 
to the stage, having performed in venues such 
as the London Palladium and The Royal Albert 
Hall. In this production, Tami plays the part of 
a streetwise, tomboyish girl, Chiffon. Tami has 
enjoyed being part of the show, especially the 
rehearsals, and ensures that the play will be a 

lot of fun to watch.

Alex Dawe & Kiran Darmasseelane - Puppeteers
Although both unfamiliar with the Westcliff 

stage, Alex and Kiran, both Year 13, hope that 
this role will enable them to climb up the stem 
of the drama scene. They hope that it will take 
them back to their roots and (hopefully) enable 
them to blossom into wonderful puppeteers. 
They feel that, by taking part in Little Shop, 
they are turning over a new leaf. They hope 
that they have planted themselves firmly in 
Westcliff’s history books with their debut.
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…to the vast array of people who have aided us in our endeavours. We 
would firstly like to thank Mr Skelly for giving us this amazing opportunity. 
Secondly, to the wonderful ladies in the finance office who have dealt 
with the ticketing process.  To SCENIC projects for the wonderful set 
and plants, and Wired Up for so kindly lending their equipment. Fourthly, 
our thanks must go to Mr Wilkinson for his fountain of theatrical 
knowledge. To the members of the technical crew for their harnessing of 
illuminatory and aural magic. To the backstage crew and the wonderfully 
talented orchestra, without both of which we would not be here, and to 
Sarah Taylorson in make-up for making everybody look their best. To Mr 
Castleton for printing all of the posters and programmes. Last but not 
least, to our truly brilliant cast who have all worked so hard and invested 
so many hours into making this show all it can be. 

To those who have stood with us through the trials and tribulations of 
show business, we can never thank you enough.

Henri de Lausun, Director

With Thanks...

Sam Thomas and Peter Banfield – Lighting
Sam has once again served as lighting designer for tonight’s performance, adding 
mystery, horror, tension and ambience, and generally just making it so that you can 
see people. He will also be operating the lighting on the nights, with the assistance of 
Peter Banfield.

Dan Bard and Matt Clark – Sound
Dan and Matt have been a part of many productions, the most recent of which being 
1984. They are continuing this run of productions by being the sound technicians for 
tonight’s production of Little Shop of Horrors. They have both enjoyed being part of 
this and welcome on the next challenge to face them.

Zac Turner – Design
Zac has done all of the design and photography for tonight’s production, as he has 
done for many productions in the past. He created the posters around the school and 
the programme that you are reading right now, as well as assisting with both tonight’s 
lighting and sound set-ups as part of his work as a member of the school’s tech crew.

Leo Connell and Ed Grimble – Stage Crew
Leo, in his debut attempt at stage managing, and his stagehand Ed will be working 
tirelessly throughout tonight’s performance to ensure that every prop (and actor) is in 
the right place at the right time. They are both familiar with the Westcliff stage, with 
Leo having acted and Ed having assisted backstage with various productions over the 
years.

The Technical Crew
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