
1

Title
Text1984

NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR

2ND-5TH DECEMBER 2013
WESTCLIFF THEATRE



3

Eric Arthur Blair, or George Orwell to you and I, was born on 25 June 
1903 in eastern India, as the son of a British colonial civil servant. With an 
English education including that of Eton, he moved on to join the Indian 
Imperial Police in Burma, then a British colony. In 1927, he moved his 
attentions to becoming a writer. In 1928, he moved to Paris where lack of 
success as a writer forced him into a series of menial jobs. He described 
his experiences in his first book, Down and Out in Paris and London, 
published in 1933. He took the name George Orwell, shortly before its 
publication. This was followed by his first novel, Burmese Days, in 1934.

An anarchist in the late 1920s, by the 1930s he had begun to consider 
himself a socialist. In 1936, he was commissioned to write an account of 
poverty among unemployed miners in northern England, which resulted 
in The Road to Wigan Pier (1937). Late in 1936, Orwell travelled to Spain 
to fight for the Republicans against Franco’s Nationalists. He was forced 
to flee in fear of his life from Soviet-backed communists who were 
suppressing revolutionary socialist dissenters. The experience turned him 
into a lifelong anti-Stalinist.

Between 1941 and 1943, Orwell worked on propaganda for the BBC. 
In 1943, he became literary editor of the Tribune, a weekly left-wing 
magazine. By now he was a prolific journalist, writing articles, reviews 
and books.

In 1945, Orwell’s Animal Farm was published. A political fable set in 
a farmyard but based on Stalin’s betrayal of the Russian Revolution, it 
made Orwell’s name and ensured he was financially comfortable for the 
first time in his life. Nineteen Eighty-Four was published four years later. 
Set in an imaginary totalitarian future, the book made a deep impression, 
with its title and many phrases - such as ‘Big Brother is watching you’, 
‘newspeak’ and ‘doublethink’ - entering popular use. By now, Orwell’s 
health was deteriorating and he died of tuberculosis on 21 January 1950.

George Orwell
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Drama has always been a huge part of the school. It was also something 
I can safely say I had an interest in. From a young age I’m sure my Mother 
would tell you, not only have I loved acting, or acting up as she would 
put it, but I have also enjoyed being creative. Having in the past been too 
interested in other parts of the school, such as sport, I really wanted 
to expand on what I have given to the school. Drama was my next 
target. Orwell has been a favourite author of mine for quite some time, 
having discovered him after the release of the band Muse’s album The 
Resistance, an album very much inspired by Nineteen Eighty-Four, and 
whose music will feature heavily in tonight’s production. I subsequently 
read the novel and indeed Animal Farm and many of Orwell’s extended 
essays. 

Nineteen Eighty-Four stood out to me, and the political, psychological 
and dramatic aspects made it for me, an ideal Westcliff production. We 
began work at the start of the year… and here we are. 

Welcome to Oceania. 

“It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen…”

 “It was one of those pictures which are so contrived that the eyes follow you 
about when you move. BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU, the caption beneath 
it ran.”
Originally titled Last Man in Europe it was renamed Nineteen Eighty-Four for 
unknown reasons, possibly a mere reversal of the last two digits of the year 
it was written. It was first met with conflicting criticisms and acclaim; some 
reviewers disliked its dystopian satire of totalitarian regimes, nationalism, the 
class system, bureaucracy, and world leaders’ power struggles, while others 
panned it as nihilistic prophesy on the downfall of humankind. Some still see 
it as anti-Catholic with Big Brother replacing God and church. From it the term 
Orwellian has evolved, in reference to an idea or action that is hostile to a free 
society. Yet, Nineteen Eighty-Four has proven to be a profoundly meaningful 
work and continues to be one of the world’s most widely read and quoted 
novels into the twenty-first century. Inspired by Yevgeny Zamyatin’s (1884-
1937) We, Orwell worked intensely, often writing ten hours a day and even 
when bedridden with tuberculosis in his last days continued to labour over it. 
The novel itself is a vision of the dystopian superstate of Oceania. It’s set in 
the chief city of Airstrip One, or as you and I may know it. London. Oceania 
is locked in a conflict with the two other superstates of Eurasia and Eastasia, 
in such a position where no side is able to conquer either of the others. In the 
centre of London, lies the Ministry of Truth; workplace of one Winston Smith.  
Just as all other ‘citizens’ of Oceania (using the word citizen very lightly), 
Winston is under the constant eye of oppression of the so-called thought 
police and the fear of perpetual surveillance, in the guise of the Telescreens 
in every room, watching and listening to every motion and every word. He 
knows that whatever he thinks or does against the leading Party will bring 
grave consequences.  The party sees all, and the leader Big Brother sees ALL. 
He lives his life as a good party member, but his past experiences of torment 
have made him question the party, and when he meets a fellow party member 
by the name of Julia, his whole concept of life crumbles. He discovers that 
the life that he has been given doesn’t have to be the life he lives. He awakens 
to new possibilities, and despite the thought police, the telescreens, and the 
taunting sentinel of Big Brother WATCHING HIM, Winston starts to believe 
that 2+2=4 not 5, and his existence is separate from that of the party. He 
awakens to the idea of Freedom, and of resistance.
Yet Big Brother and the Party will not tolerate dissent – even in the mind. For 
those with original thoughts, such as Winston, they invented room 101, and 
you all know what’s in room 101. 

A Note from the DirectorSynopsis

William Coussens, Director
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Leo Connell – Winston Smith
Leo has been a mainstay of the Westcliff 
stage during his years at the school. Frequently 
appearing in Mr Allan-Smith’s Poetry society 
evenings; he has been writing and performing 
his own poetry for many years. Leo works for 
Outloud Productions in Leigh teaching drama. 
Leo has previously appeared on the Westcliff 
stage in The History Boys and Nevermore. 1984 
will be Leo’s last play at Westcliff. He hopes to 
go on to study English Literature with a view to 
writing drama.

Jale Gurarslan – Julia
Jale joined the school last year for Sixth Form 
and this will be her first performance on the 
Westcliff stage. She has, however, been involved 
in other productions at her previous school and 
as part of a theatre club, such as We Will Rock 
You, Hairspray and Sister Act. She is very much 
looking forward to 1984, as this will be her first 

leading role.

Richard Wells – O’Brien
Across his time at Westcliff Richard is no novice to 
the stage, and even after being appointed Head Boy 
in his final year, he still finds time for as much drama 
as he can. He will have a second chance to direct a 
production at school with Dad’s Army early next year 
and will be playing a role in Little Shop Of Horrors. 
With acting experience in school productions such 
as The History Boys, Macbeth and Nevermore, he is 
looking forward to this role in particular because he 
believes it “tests the boundaries of his acting, pushing 
him in new, and sometimes frightening directions”. 

Winston Smith
Julia

O’Brien
Syme

Parsons (& voice of Big Brother)
Landlady

Guard Captain
Guard
Guard
Martin

Emmanuel Goldstein
Messenger

Coffee Vendor
Jasper Parsons

Ampleforth (& Loudspeaker)

Leo Connell
Jale Gurarslan
Richard Wells
Luke Barratt-Bentley
Henri de Lausun
Rebecca Kelsey
Ian Forbes
Alex Dawe
Angus Turner
Timi Ariyo
Matt Coulter
Nick Humberstone
Lara Severne
Jasper Harmer
William Coussens

Cast List



8 9

Luke Barratt-Bentley – Syme
Luke joined the Sixth Form last year, and is studying 
Biology, Phyiscs and Mathematics at A-Level. Luke 
hopes to study Aeronautical Engineering next year 
at University. Luke is no stranger to the stage having 
acted in a production of Shakespeare’s Taming of 
the Shrew at the Palace theatre and in numerous 
charity pantomimes with Merlin Productions. Luke 
also appeared in last year’s sixth form production 
of Nevermore and has performed music at numerous 
school events. Luke enjoys playing the part of Syme, 
and feels Syme’s excitable character brings a great 

contrast to the darkness of 1984.

Rebecca Kelsey – Landlady
Rebecca is in the Upper Sixth and currently studying 
English Literature, Psychology and History. Her only 
past performance roles include various characters 
in Nevermore. In 1984 her role as the ‘Landlady’ is, 
by far, her biggest role to date. The role itself has 
presented many challenges, namely the slightly 
cockney accent. Rebecca will also be performing in 
Dad’s Army later this year, and hopes to extend her 
acting career at university where possible. Meanwhile 
she plans on studying a combined degree of English 

Literature and History.

Henri de Lausun – Parsons & Big Brother
1984 has been a memorable experience for Henri. 
Tonight he steps into his first production team role 
as Assistant Director but also takes to the stage for 
one of his final performances at Westcliff. He has 
appeared in numerous Westcliff productions including 
the title role in Sweeney Todd and parts in Macbeth. 
He also enjoys a life of rich amateur dramatics 
outside of school. In March 2014, he will make his 
directing debut in Little Shop of Horrors. Henri hopes 
to go on to train in performance art and following 
that, into the world of professional acting.

Ian Forbes – Guard Captain
This is Ian’s debut performance on stage at 
Westcliff having only previously workd in the 
choir in Joseph and his Technicolor Dream 
Coat in year 7. He has been Assistant Director 
for two Poetry in Performance shows and so 
is experienced in the backstage challenges of 
productions. However, he now looks forward 
to being on stage and performing in what will 
hopefully be an interesting and highly enjoyable 

production of 1984.

Timi Ariyo – Martin
Timi has assumed the role of Martin, who 
appears in person, and in voice. Timi is a veteran 
of the Westcliff stage, having co-directed And 
Then There Were None and performed in Love 
on the Dole and The History Boys. His interest 
in acting is also mirrored by his interest in Music, 
with a role in Joseph and a more agricultural role 
in the upcoming musical Little Shop of Horrors, 
where he will play the plant.

Alex Dawe & Angus Turner – Guards
Alex is new to extracurricular activities that don’t 
involve either kicking a ball, or running after something 
or someone, and he looks forward to using his natural 
energy in a sinister role as one of the Guards. Angus 
is a performer. However, this is his first attempt at 
acting. His previous performances are in Music, having 
played his saxophone on many occasions, inside and 
outside of school, with amateur and professional 
accompaniment. Angus is also a keen sportsman, and 
aims to use his interests in the RAF to compliment 
his role.
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The Technical Team

Tonight’s music is solely from one group, Muse. Both my favourite band, and a huge 
part of my inspiration for this production. The majority of the music comes from 
the 2009 album, The Resistance, an album heavily inspired by Nineteen Eighty-Four.  
The album ranges from the dynamic explosions of powerful electronically infused 
rock, to the haunting classical symphony of Exogenesis, all backed beautifully by 
the incredible vocal range of the lead singer Matt Bellamy. 

Tracklist
Act 1 Scene 1: I Belong To You
Act 1 Scene 2: Guiding Light
Act 2 Scene 1: Unnatural Selection
Act 2 Scene 2: Resistance
Act 2 Scene 3: MK Ultra

Act 3 Scene 1: Stockholm Syndrome
Act 3 Scene 2: Exogenesis 3 (Redemption)
Act 3 Scene 3: Knights of Cydonia

…To the copious amounts of people who have spent so much of their time to 
bring this vision to reality. To the cast who have been simply phenomenal, who 
have worked so tirelessly, become so much more than colleagues to me, who 
have ridden the trials and tribulations and undoubtedly given me an experience 
I will never forget, and as we all move onto greater things after sixth form, they 
have given me memories and people, who I will dearly miss. To the Technical 
Managers, Dan Bard, Sam Thomas, Zac Turner, Jacob Cox and Amy Matthews, 
who along with many others have not received the acclaim, but have made this 
production viable. To the teachers and staff members who have been there at 
any stage where we needed them, to Mr Wilkinson, Mr Skelly and Mr Sinnott, 
in giving us this opportunity, to Mr Marlow and Mr Castleton for building the 
set and producing the programmes respectively, and finally to Mrs Shirlin, Mrs 
Jarvis, and the rest of the Ladies in the finance office for ticketing and processing 
all monetary matters.

To everyone involved, I would like to express my gratitude. Thank you.  

William Coussens, Director

With Thanks…

Soundtrack

Dan Bard – Sound  
Dan has been the ever present leader sound manager, and has helped with the Music 
and the Telescreen involved. His contribution has been at the forefront of all technical 
efforts, and has made the difficult aspects of staging possible. 

Sam Thomas & Toby Harding – Lighting
Sam has designed the lighting for the show, and although he cannot be with us on 
the nights, that role instead being taken by Toby Harding, has nevertheless been an 
absolutely invaluable member of the crew.  Since joining the Westcliff Boys Technical 
Crew in 2010, he has participated in essentially all school productions and has acted as 
the resident “Lights Techie” for whenever the school needs him. 

Zac Turner & Matt Clark – Design
Zac Turner and his protégé, Matt Clark, have been responsible for all of the design and 
photography for 1984, including the posters on set and around the school and the 
programme you’re reading right now. Both Zac and Matt have also contributed to the 
setting up of tonight’s production and many other productions through their work on 
the school’s tech crew.

Jacob Cox – Stage Manager
1984 has heralded the return of Jacob Cox, stage manager, a hero who lurks in the 
shadows behind the set, aiding with timings, costumes, cues, everything, along with help 
from Ed Grimble and a small team. Jacob has worked on a vast array of productions, 
such as Peter Pan and the History Boys.

Amy Matthews – Costumes
Having joined from the girls’ school last year, Amy has become a vital part of school 
life, and has played a major role in designing and bringing tonight’s costumes to life. She 
has enjoyed the experience and also offers her voice through the loudspeaker in the 
production. 
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